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hen Gauthier Biomedical Inc.
moved into its new Grafton
headquarters last August, it

marked the first time in seven years that
the operations and manufacturing staff
occupied the same space.

A specialty manufacturer of hand-held
orthopedic and spinal instrumentation, Gauthier
Biomedical got its start in 2000, when husband
and wife Michael and Stacy Gauthier, both
biomedical engineers, saw a market opening in
the industry.

The company moved its operations from
Brown Deer to Grafton in 2003, and opened a
satellite manufacturing facility in Franklin in 2005
to meet the growing demand for its proprietary
ling of spinal and surgical instruments.

By 2009, Gauthier had exhausted expansion
options at both sites. After looking at leasing a
larger space, the Gauthiers opted to build a new
facility.

“The 10-acre site on Highway 60 became
available and it just seemed right,” says Stacy.

And although the company didn’t need a
high-visibility location, the couple admits it's
been nice.

“The location has helped raise awareness of
the company,” said Michael, adding that nearby
freeway access also is a boon for customers and
employees.

Working with Eppstein Uhen Architects,
the Gauthiers made sure the 80,000-square-
foot facility could easily accommodate future
expansion.

“We designed the current
building for five years, but there’s
plenty of room for growth,” said
Michael.

The couple paid equally
close attention to the new
headquarters’ interior. Seeking
to create a comfortable,
welcoming environment, the
owners gathered input from staff
and toured other offices.

The result is a space that
has wowed customers and employees. The
Gauthiers incorporated natural elements
like exposed brick, custom-designed wood
work stations and a central courtyard that can
accommodate cookouts. Expansive windows
maximize natural light and glass partitions
bolster the facility's open concept floor plan.

The building’s design also reflects a team
environment with oversized cubicles in the
engineering department for informal meetings.
Hard surface flooring skirts the perimeter of
carpeted work space so the manufacturing team
can walk freely between the shop floor and the
office floor.
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“Parity between office and manufacturing
staff was important so we incorporated upgraded
finishes and design elements in both spaces,”
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says Peter Kucha, senior project manager and
principal with EUA.

In the manufacturing center, Michael and
Stacy selected slate over traditional white
epoxy flooring.

The new headquarters also includes an
inviting lobby with a picture window that
showcases the manufacturing floor.

Even manufacturing units that need to be
enclosed for climate control and environmental
purposes have windows so touring customers
can safely see every aspect of production.

— Rebecca Konya
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